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42.   THE INDIAN COUNCILS ACT, 1909.
(9 Edw. VII, C. 4)

AN ACT TO AMEND THE INDIAN COUNCILS ACTS,

1861 AND 1892, AND THE GOVERNMENT OF

INDIA ACT,  1833.   (May  25,  1909).

[On July 11, 1906, Minto wrote to Morley: "I attach
great importance to the official initiative being taken by the
Government of India. It is better in every respect, both for
the present and for the future, that the Government of India
should appear to recognize all that is in the air here, the
necessity of meeting new conditions, and that they should not
run the risk of being assumed to have at last taken tardy
action out of respect to instructions from home".1

On January 25, 1910, Minto declared in his speech to the
reformed Imperial Legislative Council: " They (i.e., the
Reforms) had their genesis in a note of my own, addressed

to my colleagues in August, 1906......It was based entirely

on the views I had myself formed of the position of affairs
in India. It was due to no suggestions from home : whether
it was good or bad I am entirely responsible for it".2]

1.   (1) The additional  members of the Councils
for the purpose of making laws and regulations (here- 1^1 an<j
inafter   referred   to   as   Legislative  Councils)   of   the 1892
Governor-General and of  the Governors of Fort St.
George and Bombay, and the members of the Legisla-
tive Councils already constituted, or which may here-
after    be    constituted,    of    the    several    Lieutenant-
Governors of Provinces, instead of being all nominated
by  the  Governor-General,   Governor,  or  Lieutenant*
Governor in manner provided by the Indian Councils
Acts, 1861 and 1892, shall include members so nominat-
ed and also members elected in accordance with regula- Provision
tions made under this Act, and references in those Acts QimembeTs
to the members so nominated  and  their  nomination
shall be construed as including references to the mem-
bers so elected and their election.

(2) The    number    of    additional    members    or ^settled
members so nominated   and elected, the number of by regula-
such  members required to constitute a quorum, the tions
term of office of such members and the  manner  of

1 India, Minto and Morley, p. 99.
2 India, Minto and Morley, p. 371.